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One of Santa Barbara’s superstar wineries, Jaffurs has been on fire over recent vintages. Craig Jaffurs is certainly one of the pedal-to-the-metal, brilliant young winemakers in Santa Barbara, and his wines reflect his commitment to quality and dedication to such extraordinary grapes as Syrah, Grenache, Viognier, and Roussanne. Grenache is probably the second most difficult grape in the world to produce high quality wine from (with Nebbiolo first).

2008 Syrah, Bien Nacido Vineyard – 97 points
Jaffurs also makes a Syrah from Santa Maria’s most famous vineyard, Bien Nacido. The 2008 Syrah Bien Nacido Vineyard is black/purple, with an extraordinary nose of asphalt, graphite, blueberry and blackberry liqueur intermixed with some earth and spice. Off-the-charts richness, intensity, and potential for future evolution make this an absolutely prodigious tour de force in Syrah. This is a sensational wine to drink over the next 10-15+ years. The wine’s finish has literally no hard edges but just goes on and on for a good 45+ seconds. This is just fabulous wine.

2008 Syrah, Upslope – 95+ points
The 2008 Syrah Upslope (which Craig Jaffurs describes as selected barrels from his favorite vineyards) is slightly more restrained than the Bien Nacido, with more obvious structure. The wine smells almost like Syrah blood. Dense ruby/purple, super-rich, it is slightly more velvety-textured than the Bien Nacido. Both sweetness and tannins are present in this seductive wine, which is full-bodied and rich, with loads of black fruits, earth, spice, camphor, and floral notes. It is a brilliant Syrah, but at present, I give the Bien Nacido a slight edge. This is certainly a beautiful wine, and should anyone have the chance to buy it, “Don’t think twice.” Flawless, seamless, with brilliant sweet blackberry and cassis fruit, this is a beauty to drink over the next 10-15+ years.

2008 Syrah, Verna’s Vineyard – 94 points
Black raspberry, black cherry, camphor, and subtle smoke jump from the glass of the Syrah Verna’s Vineyard. Complex aromatics are followed by a powerful, full-bodied wine with everything going the right way. The floral notes, the blue, black, and red fruits, the full-bodied mouthfeel, the unctuosity of the texture, and the rich, seamless integration of all the components are very special in this brilliant, full-throttle Syrah. It should be drunk over the next decade. The finish is 40 seconds plus.

2008 Syrah, Larner Vineyard – 93 points
The outstanding, dense ruby/purple-tinged 2008 Syrah Larner Vineyard is brilliant. Tasting like a California version of a rich, concentrated Crozes-Hermitage from the northern Rhone, it offers up scents of tapenade, creme de cassis, licorice, pepper, and meat juices. Full-bodied with loads of fruit as well as impressive complexity, it should drink well for 7-8+ years.





2008 Syrah, Thompson Vineyard – 92+ points
Similar but more opaque ruby/purple color and sweet, intensive spring flowers intermixed with blueberry and blackberry fruit. Compared to the Ampelos, this wine cuts a broader, richer feel across the palate. It has good freshness, purity, and balance, a big, beefy mid-palate, and a long finish. This is an earthy, personality-filled, individualistic Syrah to drink over the next decade or more.

2008 Syrah, Ampelos Vineyard – 90 points
Opaque ruby/purple in color, the 2008 Syrah Ampelos Vineyard, from the cool-climate Santa Rita Hills region, displays wonderful floral, blackberry, charcoal, and camphor notes, with some background earth and spice. Rich and chewy, full-bodied, and loaded, this is a big, back-strapping Syrah that will benefit from another year or two of bottle age. It should keep for 10-12+ years.

2008 Petite Sirah – 94 points
An incredible blockbuster, connoisseurs should be purchasing the 2008 Petite Sirah Thompson Vineyard and following its evolution over the next two decades. One of the most profound Petite Sirahs I have tasted from this vintage, this opaque purple-colored effort boasts notes of spring flowers, licorice, blueberries, blackberries, incense, and camphor. Possessing sweet tannins, a packed and stacked personality, and a 45-second finish, it can be approached now or drunk with pleasure over the next 20 years.

2008 Grenache – 88 Points
Jaffurs has done a fine job with his 2008 Grenache. Medium/dark ruby, with a classic kirsch liqueur nose and hints of licorice and spice, the wine is generous, rich, slightly rustic by Jaffurs’ standards, but seductive and medium to full-bodied. It reminds me of a French Cotes du Rhone. Drink it over the next 2-3 years.
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