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By Steve Tanzer                                                           Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar, May/Jun 03 

2001 JAFFURS WINE CELLARS WINES

2001 Grenache,  Stolpman Vineyard
 ($20) Medium ruby. Complex nose combines roasted redcurrant, smoked meat, coffee and a floral top note. Sweet, lightly roasted flavors of spicy strawberry, raspberry and redcurrant. At once creamy and vibrant, with a firm spine of acidity and solid but ripe tannins. A fairly structured grenache that closed up in the glass, showing a slight toughness with aeration. 90 points

2001 Syrah , Stolpman  Vineyard 

 ($32) Bright ruby-purple color. Super ripe aromas of blackberry jam, cassis, mocha, maple syrup, licorice and violet. Jammy, sweet and very ripe; a coulis of black fruits lifted by a peppery quality. Sweet, concentrated, chewy wine, finishing with big but ripe tannins and excellent breadth and length. 90 points

2001 Syrah,  Santa Barbara County

 ($23) Bright, dark red. Roasted black cherry and dark chocolate on the nose. Then juicy and primary in the mouth, with succulent flavors of blackberry, cassis, violet and bitter chocolate. A tightly wound fruit bomb with lovely restrained sweetness and some finesse. Finishes sweet, firm and long, with subtle oakiness. This elegantly styled syrah unfolded nicely as it opened in the glass. 90 points

2001 Syrah,  Thompson Vineyard Santa Barbara County

 ($35) Full medium ruby. Aromas of blackberry, cola, bitter chocolate and mint, lifted by a note of violet. Juicy, tightly wound and a bit clenched, with firm acids framing the black fruit and floral flavors. Tightly coiled syrah with strong extract and excellent persistence. Give this a year or two before pulling the cork. 90(+?) points

2001  Syrah,  Melville Vineyard

 ($32) Saturated bright ruby. Oaky aromas of black cherry, boysenberry, licorice, tar and eucalyptus. Juicy, peppery and penetrating, with intense cassis and blackberry flavors showing good thrust. Finishes firmly tannic and persistent, with a slight oaky dry edge. 88 points

2001  Syrah,  Bien Nacido Vineyard

 ($32) Bright, dark, ruby.  Stewed black fruit, dark chocolate and a hint of menthol on the nose.  Intense flavors of penetrating dark berries, licorice and spices, with a hint of bourbon from the oak.  Concentrated and chewy, but oaky and a bit hard-edged.  Finishes with big, tongue-dusting tannins that turned drier as the oakiness became more apparent. 88 points
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