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By Stephen Tanzer 


Other wines tasted: 2005 Viognier Santa Barbara County. 

2004 Jaffurs Wine Cellars Syrah Santa Barbara County   


88
($24) Deep ruby. Musky aromas of black fruits, gunflint, meat and espresso. Sweet, chewy flavors of dark berries, meat and mocha, with some funky reductive qualities. Finishes with slightly rough tannins.
2004 Jaffurs Wine Cellars Syrah Verna's Vineyard Santa Barbara County   

90
($38) Deep red. Liqueur-like aromas of dark cherry, chocolate, smoked meat and maple syrup; grew oakier as it opened in the glass. Concentrated and superripe in the mouth, but with a sappy quality and good peppery lift to the rich flavors of black raspberry, smoked meat, maple syrup and spices. Rather high-toned finish features substantial dusty tannins. No shortage of personality here.
2004 Jaffurs Wine Cellars Syrah Thompson Vineyard Santa Barbara County   

89
($34) Deep, saturated ruby. Liqueur-like candied berries, dark chocolate and maple syrup on the nose. Dense, supple and primary, with sound acids framing the flavors of kirsch and blueberry. Tannins are a bit youthfully tough, but this wine would appear to have the structure and material to merit a few years of patience.
2004 Jaffurs Wine Cellars Syrah Ampelos Vineyard Santa Barbara County   

91
($42) Deep, saturated ruby. Wild aromas of blackberry, blueberry, flowers and game. Sweet, lush and suave in the mouth, with superconcentrated fruit showing an almost liqueur-like ripeness. Very dense and very sweet syrah, finishing long and ripely tannic.
2004 Jaffurs Wine Cellars Syrah Bien Nacido Vineyard Santa Barbara County   

91
($30) Saturated black-ruby to the rim. Highly aromatic nose offers crystallized blackberry and blackcurrant, licorice, black pepper and spicy oak. Sweet, dense, seamless and rich, with deep dark berry flavors that linger impressively on the back. The tannins of this fruit bomb began rather fine but turned tougher, even a bit gritty, with aeration, and I lowered my initial score. But this is impressive.
2004 Jaffurs Wine Cellars Syrah Upslope Santa Barbara County   

92
($75; a special blend made from the Thompson, Melville and Bien Nacido vineyards) Deep ruby. Liqueur-like aromas of blackcurrant, chocolate, maple syrup and black olive. Dense, thick and sweet, with somewhat exotic, gamey flavors brightened by ripe acidity. Very full, broad, accessible syrah that coats the entire mouth. Finishes ripe and long, with enticing sweetness. Very easy to drink.



