	



	


By Steve Tanzer                                                 Stephen Tanzer's International Wine Cellar, July 2005 

2003-04 JAFFURS WINE CELLARS WINES

2004 Viognier Santa Barbara County

($23) Full straw color. Exotic aromas of orange peel and honey, with a hint of toffee. Sweet and supple, with orange blossoms and spice flavors framed by clean acidity. Finishes lemony, spicy, fresh.  88 points

2003 Grenache,  Stolpman Vineyard
 ($28) Dark ruby red.  Reduced nose hints at smoke and pepper.  A very lush, concentrate,  tactile Grenache with real sappiness,  Finishes with substantial building , dusty tannins and lingering sweetness.   91 points

2003 Syrah , Larner  Vineyard 

 ($34)  Ruby-red.  Perfumed aromas of raspberries, bacon fat.  Smoked meat, violet and lavender; this could be mistaken for Côte Rotie.  Silky on entry, then restrained in the mid-palate and a bit lean on the back, with flavors of dusty dark cherries, bacon fat, pepper, and brown spice.  Finishes with dusty tannins.  This doesn’t quite deliver on its 93-point nose but offers considerable complexity.  90 points

2003 Syrah,  Santa Barbara County

 ($23)  Ruby red.  Nuanced  nose offers bright cherry licorice and dark chocolate, gunflint and brown spices; grew brighter with aeration.  Juicy and lively if not particularly dense, with enticing flavors of dark berries, mint and musky espresso.  Finishes with some sweet oak.  A very successful, nicely balanced basic syrah release.   89 points

2003 Syrah,  Thompson Vineyard Santa Barbara County

 ($34)  Medium ruby.  Subdued but pure aromas of plum, dark raspberries and smoke meat, mocha and spicy, chocolaty oak.  Sweet, generous and concentrated, with sound acidity giving it good life in the mouth.  The sappy, almost medicinal black cherry, dark berry and licorice flavors show lovely creaminess for a wine so primary.  Rich, pliant syrah, finishing with firm, sweet, building tannins and very good length and verve. 90(+?) points

2003  Syrah,  Melville Vineyard

 ($38) Bright, dark medium ruby.  Pure aromas of blackberries, kirsch, and violet.  At once silky and juicy, with  fresh, nicely delineated flavors of dark berries, pepper, and licorice.  Subtle mint and floral elements add to the wine’s appeal.  Not a fat syrah but has intensity, flavor impact and structure.  Here there’s little sign of the 14.8% alcohol.  91 points

2003  Syrah,  Bien Nacido Vineyard

 ($30) Dark ruby.  Aromas of black cherry, blueberry, blackberry and biter chocolate, lifted by a floral nuance.  Sweet, high-toned and strong, with concentrated fruit flavors nicely framed by harmonious acidity.  Finishes with broad, chewy tannins.  89 points

2003  Syrah,  UPSLOPE Santa Barbara County

 ($75)  A blend of fruit from Bien Nacido, Thompson and Melville Vineyards; 14.9% alcohol):  Bright ruby.  Vibrant blackberry and violet aromas.  Densely packed, juicy and bright, with pristine, impressively concentrated dark berry and black cherry flavors nicely complemented by sweet oak.  Sharply delineated, primary and sweet, with rare flavor definition for a thoroughly ripe California syrah.  The strong fruit lingers long on the finish, with some exotic oak tones emerging with aeration.  92 points
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